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SJSU ‘DREAMERS’ STUCK IN LEGAL LIMBO
BY WILLIAM DELA CRUZ
STAFF WRITER

President Donald Trump’s order to
end the Deferred Action for Childhood
Arrivals policy — also known as DACA
— was blocked by a California federal
judge on Jan. 9.

“

In 2009, my father
was detained by [U.S.
Immigration and
Customs Enforcement]
and that’s when the
harsh realities of what
being undocumented
started to unravel.
Isabel Rangel
Student Advocates for
Higher Education co-chair
GRAPHIC BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY

In September 2017, Trump moved to
end the program made by former President
Barack Obama in 2012.
The program is for undocumented
individuals that illegally immigrated to
the United States at a young age to obtain
a working permit and deferred action
from deportation for a renewable twoyear period.
Deferred action is a discretionary,
limited immigration benefit by the

Department of Homeland Security
(DHS). It can be granted to individuals
who are in removal proceedings, who
have final orders of removal or who
have never been in removal proceedings
according to immigrationequality.org.
Before the motion was blocked by a
federal judge, Trump gave March 5 as the
deadline for protections for undocumented
individuals to cease.
Out of all the U.S. states and territories,

California has the most DACA recipients
at around 200,000, according to the United
States Citizenship and Immigration Services.
This accounts for around 28 percent
of the total population with around 9,000
living in the San Jose area, according
to the United States Citizenship and
Immigration Services.
Ariadna Manzo, San Jose State’s
Associated Students President, is an
undocumented student and said that it was

very tough on her at first.
“I felt like I was the only undocumented
student at this campus,” Manzo said.
Manzo also said she almost dropped
out of college within the first two weeks
of starting.
“I was seven hours away from home out
here not knowing anybody and had a couple

IMMIGRATION | Page 2

CRIME

San Jose endures fifth homicide in 37 days
BY DOMINOE IBARRA
STAFF WRITER

Only a few days into the month
of February, a shooting near Spartan
Stadium Monday morning marked San
Jose’s fifth homicide of the year. It was
also the second in just a few hours.
San Jose Police said in a press release it
happened in the 300 block of Keyes Street.
Just hours before, two people died in
what SJPD is calling a murder-suicide in the
parking lot of a Denny’s restaurant on East

Alma Avenue and South First Street.
These recent shootings mark two more
homicides than the same time last year,
according to the Mercury News.
Despite homicide rates increasing, San
Jose still has one of the lowest crime rates
compared to cities like Oakland and San
Francisco. Officer Gina Tepoorten of the San
Jose Police Department said, in the last five
years, homicides have ranged between 30
and 47 deaths per year.
Different things factor into why more
homicides may occur in a given time range.

SJPD does have one of the highest solve
rates, which the department said speaks to
the quality of the police force’s commitment
to helping the community.
“If you compare the city of San Jose with
other cities of our size across the country you
would see that San Jose has a low homicide
rate for a city of this size,” Tepoorten said.
However, San Jose State is known for its
constant SJSU alerts that beg the question of
student safety on campus. SJSU is located in
the heart of downtown San Jose where students and residents are actively advised to be

aware of their surroundings during the day
and mainly at night.
“It’s very scary to know that three people
in San Jose have died due to homicide,”
sophomore psychology major, Lea Woodley
said on Jan. 29. “I’m always afraid to walk
alone in San Jose, especially at night.”
There have been mixed reviews from
students about the effectiveness of the
University Police Department and its
responses to emergencies.
SHOOTINGS | Page 2

HEALTH

FIRE DRILL DISRUPTS CLASS

Study states obesity
is a social contagion
BY CHIOMA LEWIS
STAFF WRITER

WILLIAM YAP | SPARTAN DAILY

San Jose State students, faculty, staﬀ and the public funnel into the campus entrance of the Martin Luther King, Jr. library
Tuesday afternoon during a ﬁre drill. University Police Captain Alan Cavallo said the goal of conducting the campus-wide
ﬁre drill was to test ﬁre alarms and evacuating. The drill happens twice every school year.

Yawns, stress and the flu
are all things that can be
considered to be contagious.
A new study by the Journal
of the American Medical
Association said that weight
gain is too.
People are often influenced by the habits of those
around them. Being surrounded by an unhealthy
environment can lead to an
unhealthy lifestyle.
“The
environment
you were raised in has a
huge effect on everything
about you,” economics
junior Vishaal Prasad said.
“Growing up in a household that eats McDonald’s
on a daily basis would
probably result in excessive

weight gain compared to
a health-conscious family that would on average
weigh less.”
According
to
a
study by the Journal of
the American Medical
Association, people who live
in communities with high
obesity rates are more likely
to be obese themselves.
The
study
states,
“Exposure to communities
with higher rates of obesity is associated with higher BMI and greater risk of
overweight and/or obesity
in parents and children, and
this may suggest the presence of social contagion.
This concept of social
contagion is that over time,
people begin to adopt habits
OBESITY | Page 2
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(Top) Activists, city oﬃcials and undocumented individuals gathered in front of Martin
Luther King, Jr. library on Sept. 5 after President Donald Trump announced he was
going to rescind Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA). The Defend DACA
rally ended with individuals sharing an emotional moment during a prayer circle.
(Bottom) Shaila Ramos, a community organizer for Educators for Fair Consideration,
spoke ﬁrst in front of attendees and the media.
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“Some friends of mine
actually contacted UPD to
escort them from the library
to their dorm at night
because they felt unsafe but
no one ended up coming
and since then I’ve just been
hearing negative things,”
Woodley said.
Captain Alan Cavallo
of the UPD reassures the
department is a dedicated
quality group working hard
to try and make SJSU a safe
place to go to school.
“We do in fact plan
to increase our force,”
Cavallo said. “We, like all
the departments across
the Bay Area, are trying to
hire quality employees…it’s
difficult to find qualified
candidates and the process
is arduous.”
UPD is currently at 27

friends from high school who
came to the same university
who were very supportive,”
Manzo said. “But even
though I acknowledge the
support they gave me, I
needed answers.”
Manzo said she supports
undocumented students
because those students
could be feeling what she
felt back when she first
started college.
“I remember when I
was a [freshman] and how
much it would’ve helped
me during my orientation
to know that someone
was undocumented and
that there was another
undocumented student on
campus that I could reach
out to,” Manzo said.
Student
Advocates
for Higher Education
(SAHE) at SJSU is an
organization that primarily
supports undocumented
students by promoting
higher education among
immigrant
students
regardless of legal status.
The
organization
helps
undocumented
students through activism,
advocacy,
community
involvement,
peer
support and leadership
development.
SAHE co-chair Isabel
Rangel said she is a
part of the movement
because her father was
undocumented.
“In 2009, my father
was detained by [U.S.
Im m i g r at i on
an d
Customs Enforcement]
and that’s when the harsh
realities of what being
undocumented started to
unravel,” Rangel said.
In 2016, the 9th circuit
U.S. Court of Appeals
decided that her father
was to be deported back to
Mexico, a country he hasn’t
lived in for 40 years.

He ended up sleeping on
the street because he could
not get a job without a
“credential,” which requires
a proof of residence.
“My father cried to me
and brokenly admitted
he wanted to die and my
little sister still cries for
my father and always asks
for him, her best friend,”
Rangel said. “This is why
I help my community.
Because of how many
other people feel the same
way as my father.”
Rangel said that she
does feel a sense of relief
about the reinstatement
of DACA, but that it’s not
the solution.
“We need more than
DACA,” Rangel said. “We
have to fight for a clean
Dream Act so families
won’t be broken apart.
So that many people can
create a future they desire
here in the U.S.”
A clean Dream Act
would create a pathway
to citizenship in the U.S.
without using young
immigrants as bargaining
chips to harm immigrant
communities, according
to the Nation Immigration
Law Center.
Yesterday during a
White House meeting,
Trump said, “If we don’t
change it, let’s have
a shutdown. We’ll do a
shutdown and it’s worth
it for our country. I’d love
to see a shutdown if we
don’t get this stuff taken
care of.”
D e m o c r at s
and
republicans on Capitol
Hill will need to find a
compromise on issues
such as DACA and the
border wall along the
Southern
border
or
risk failing to fund the
government again.

Follow William on Twitter
@liamotsd

officers and its goal is to
increase that number to at
least 32.
This goal will help
develop a team that will
overlap with the night team
and increase the effective
staffing from five to 10.
To prevent unfortunate
events from occurring,
some tips offered by
Cavallo include looking
up from electronic devices,
if something doesn’t feel
right, it probably isn’t,
know your escape routes
and travel in groups or
pairs if possible.
UPD can be reached
by any campus phone,
blue light or cellphone by
calling (408) 924-2222. The
sooner local enforcements
are contacted the sooner
INFORMATION GATHERED BY THE MERCURY NEWS, GRAPHIC BY WILLIAM YAP | SPARTAN DAILY
UPD or SJPD can help
resolve it.
In the last four years, San Jose has had an average of four homicides from Jan. 1

Number of homicides within the
first 37 days of the year in San Jose

2015

2016
2017
2018

1

Follow Dominoe on Twitter
@dominoeibarra

OBESITY
Continued from page 1
influenced by those around them.
This concept can be applied to
college students because college
can be a influential experience.
College campuses can be fast
paced. That includes food as well.
It’s very rare to find a majority of
healthy food options on a college
campus. Sometimes students can
be in a hurry to eat and don’t pay
much attention to how unhealthy
their food is on a daily basis.
The Freshman 15 is a wellknown concept that students gain
at least 15 pounds their freshman
year of college.
This may be true for some
students and it could possibly be
a result of their new surroundings.
While students may not gain

2

3

4

5

to Feb. 6. The average age of those killed is 33 years old, not including the latest
two homicides. On average, 93 percent of the victims were male. As of press time,
information on the latest two deaths has not been made public.

exactly 15 pounds, most gain
some weight.
A Cornell University study states,
“Well, it’s not really a freshman
15. It’s more like a freshman six or
seven. But students do gain weight
across that first year. Our research
found that this weight gain was also
tied to their taste response.”
The study also claimed that
the more students ate salty food,
the more their bodies became
used to it. “Male and the female
participants on the whole became
less sensitive to salty taste over
the course of the academic year,
likely as a result of eating out and
consuming institutional food. An
increase in salty food intake could
be driven by the shift away from
home-prepared meals.”
Some students are away from
home and don’t have a homecooked meal or parents around to

monitor what they eat.
“If you have access to healthier
foods, you are more likely to eat
healthy,” business administration
senior Jacob Tabares said. “If you
are hungry, you are going to eat
what’s there, whether it’s an apple
or McDonald’s.”
Whether or not students
choose to work out is influenced
by those they spend time with
and some students aren’t able to
make the time.
“Surrounding yourself with
like-minded people is important,”
business sophomore Alan Ignacio
said. “If your roommate or best
friend goes to the gym, gym buddies
are helpful. But in college, I don’t
have that time.”
Dr. Mark Hyman, the
medical adviser for Bill and
Hillary Clinton, believes social
connections have a big influence

on one’s health.
“You are more likely to be
healthy if your friends are
healthy and more likely to be
overweight if your friends are
overweight,” Hyman wrote in a
column for the Huffington Post.
“More striking is you are more
likely to be overweight if your
friend’s friend (who you may not
even know) is overweight.”
Hyman also said that social
influences can also be positive if
the people around us influence us
to be healthy.
“Both good health and bad
health are contagious,” Hyman said.

Follow Chioma on Twitter
@clevermindlewis
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PLAY REVIEW

“Holy Musical B@tman!” brings joy to SJSU
BY DOMINOE IBARRA
STAFF WRITER

There is just something
about men running
around
in
different
colored underwear, long
capes and tight tights that
screams, “Today is a day
worth saving!”
Center
Stage
Productions’
“Holy
Musical B@tman!” was
the three-day production
that
had
audience
members laughing.
Center
Stage
Productions is a studentrun organization that
showcases the talents of
San Jose State students,
strengthening their skills in

the performing arts. “Holy
Musical B@tman” is a
musical that represented
the humor in pointless
stupidity, bringing joy to
the audience.
After losing his
parents, Batman swears
to himself to fight off
any crime in the city
of Gotham to protect
the people. But along
the way he realizes the
loneliness of life comes
with when you don’t have
any friends.
Director
Kaitlyn
Atchley
wanted
the
musical to help release
negative energy from
people. And that is exactly
what this musical does.

“While working on
this show, we looked at
why things were funny,”
Atchleys said. “Our
revolution is laughter. So
lighten up! Take a chill
pill. We haven’t taken
ourselves seriously, so we
hope you don’t either.”
To make sure each
character was accurately
represented, the cast spent
four weeks rehearsing
before opening night.
Theatre arts junior
Jordan Celestino played
Dick
Greyson/Robin,
Batman’s sidekick. The
pair fight crime caused by
the evil Sweet Tooth in a
mission to save Gotham
from a warhead explosion.

“I’ve
had
fun
throughout this entire
experience,”
Celestino
said. “I was able to be a kid
again and play a superhero
on stage in front of
everyone and have them
laugh at me. It was really
great.”
Celestino added that
the cast had great energy
in all three performances.
He wanted to have
fun performing, but
also wanted to give the
audience a great show too.
“I definitely wanted to
go out with a bang,” he said.
The musical also
brought in references
to Tide Pods and
included a character

representation
of
President Donald Trump
with his orange face and
small hands. Including
these definitely allowed
the actors to be more
engaged with the crowd.
“I loved that it was
student-run and you
could tell that there was a
lot of up-to-date humor.”
economics sophomore
Nisreen Abuayed said.
During both duets
and solos, the actors
sang loud and proud.
Some dance numbers
included
running
through the audience
and bringing attention
to their silliness of
playing superheroes.

“I thought the acting
and singing was really
great,” radio, television
and film junior Gabrielle
Lopez said. “I haven’t been
to too many shows here
and they always do really
well. I only started going to
a few recently and there’s
some real talent here.”
You could tell the cast
worked hard to deliver
lines filled with funny jokes
and amazing singing and
dancing. All of that made
“Holy Musical B@tman!” a
performance worth seeing.


Follow Dominoe on Twitter
@dominoeibarra

BOOK REVIEW

‘Worlds Beyond the Poles’ questions round Earth beliefs
BY KRISTEL RODRIGUEZ
STAFF WRITER

Author F. Amadeo
Giannini’s theory that the
Earth is flat is supported with
declassified accounts of U.S.
Naval missions that claimed
to have breached land
beyond the poles in 1947.
“Worlds Beyond the
Poles” is a literal depiction
of our ‘world with no end’
and a suggested guideline
for not being trapped by the
conventional
parameters
that limit our thinking.
In case you’re having a
difficult time wrapping your
mind around what that
would look like: Imagine a
flat map of the Earth, and

instead of the South pole
ending with Antarctica, it
continues beyond that. He
says a similar phenomenon
occurs with the land beyond
the North Pole too.
This thought can be
unsettling, especially for
those of us who grew up
learning that the Earth
is round, so Giannini
includes a simplified
timeline of the discovery
in the preface to help guide
us through his theory.
This helps in framing the
rest of the book because some
parts can be a little difficult to
understand. My reading was
interrupted several times
because my subconscious
kept reminding me that the

Earth is round.
This was especially
the case when Giannini
introduced the idea of
a “lens effect” being
responsible for making the
Earth appear round.
He writes that the
curvature of our eyes (and
camera lenses) have caused
this visual phenomenon.
And, according to Giannini,
our government has used it
to its advantage to promote
a round Earth so that the
power elite can utilize the
land beyond the poles for
their personal use.
One example of evidence
he references is the United
Nation’s logo which is an
identical, subdued copy of

the flat Earth map.
This might not seem like
a big deal, but the U.N. is
responsible for maintaining
international order and
ensuring that governments
work together.
Guess, I should stock-up
on some foil.
I’m only kidding, though
not entirely given the fact
that Giannini pushed me
well past my intellectual
comfort zone.
Unfortunately, there is
very little and conflicting
information about the
author so there’s no way to
contextualize his findings
or to even know if Giannini
was credible enough to make
these claims.

What we do know
is that he has written
an account of what he
believes to be true. And
whether or not that’s the
case isn’t what matters,
what matters is that he
has gone against the
grain and opened my
mind to possibility.
It can be seductive to
not question a commonlyaccepted standard, but it’s
important that we do so to
keep our critical thinking
skills sharp.
So even if you don’t end
up believing that the Earth
is flat, at least you’ll have
inspired your imagination
to consider it.

GOOD
READS
“Worlds Beyond
the Poles”
Author:
F. Amadeo Giannini
Published:
1959
Genre:
Philosophy
Rating:


Follow Kristel on Twitter
@KO_352

Silk screens remind students
that history repeats itself
BY WILLIAM
DELA CRUZ
STAFF WRITER

Lined across the Martin
Luther King Jr. Library
walls, posters portray the
feelings of young protesters
from 1969-1979 that are
just as prevalent now as
they were back then. “The
Art of Protest” exhibit
on the fourth floor of the
library showcases the social
movements during the
time and how students and
activists viewed and felt on
the issues through art.
The 29 art pieces
are original silkscreen
posters created by mostly
anonymous
-college
students from UC Santa
Cruz and UC Berkeley
between 1969 and 1979
except for one that was
created in 2017 during
the most recent protests.
Sharat Lin is the exhibit’s
curator of the exhibit. He
said the collection was
exhibited 10 years ago
and thought it should be
brought back to show
students who weren’t there.
“I think it’s particularly
relevant now because of
the upsurge in protests,”
Lin said. “People are seeing
the Women’s March, May
Day marches, all of these
protests. We are in a period
that is similar to that of the
Vietnam War period.”
The themes shown
throughout the posters
were the opposition to
The Vietnam War, the
military draft, pollution
of environment, human
equality and racism in
the United States.
Reference
and

instruction librarian Nyle
Monday said that college
campuses back then were
the centers of these protests
partially because colleges
and universities were a
place where people had the
freedom to explore new
ideas and go against the
norms of society.
“Many of these issues
had a direct effect on the
students,” Monday said.
“Many students ended up
being directly involved in
the war, particularly after
the student deferments
were eliminated in 1969,
and almost everyone at
least knew someone who
ended up in Vietnam.”
San Jose resident Mary
Pfeffer, 69, lived through
the Vietnam War era.
She was at the library and
said the exhibit made her
remember those times.
“It definitely brought
back a lot of memories,”
Pfeffer said. “I was totally
anti-Vietnam War. A lot of
my friends died in Vietnam
or came back a completely
changed person.”
Those
who
were
opposed to the United
States’ involvement in
Vietnam were unpatriotic,
in all red, the American
flag is portrayed with the
caption reading “Peace
is Patriotic,” using the
flag in a positive way that
is consistent with true
American values.
To stand for their beliefs,
innocent lives were lost.
In the piece “They also
die who stand and watch”,
it shows a policeman
pointing his gun at a man
with two women on the
ground who have been

shot. It was a response to
the Kent State and Jackson
State shootings where
police officers opened fire
and killed six students and
wounded 21 bystanders.
With prison being
a common experience
for
African-Americans
during the Civil Rights
Movement, many in
the
African-American
community
regarded
these imprisonments as
politically motivated. In
“Free all political prisoners,”
this is represented with a
fist straight up in the air
with a shackle around
its wrist. The last piece
of the exhibit “Rise Up
for Justice San Jose,” was
made in January 2017, it
shows a raised a fist with
the words, “Faith, justice,
labor, environment” on its
hand with the phrase “Rise
up for justice San Jose”
wrapped around its wrist.
Although these pieces
are over 40 years old, with
all the problems going
on today, they are just as
relevant now as they were
back then.
“There has always
been social inequality,
discrimination,
and
intolerance.
And
the only way we can
counter that is to speak
out and stand up for
communities that are
disadvantaged,” Lin said.
“The Art of Protest”
exhibit will be on display
until March 31.

Follow William on Twitter
@liamotsd
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Art walk shows more than just paintings
BY KRISTEL RODRIGUEZ
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KRISTEL RODRIGUEZ | SPARTAN DAILY

1) Screen printers make shirts for social justice at the MACLA, a contemporary arts space focused on the Chicano and Latino experience. 2) The Quilts and Textiles
Museum features a hand-stitched elephant on a tightrope, which hangs above of the heads of guests entering the museum. 3) The museum also features Cambodian dance
costumes. 4) A hand-stitched carousel by Susan Else catches the attention of guests visiting The Quilts and Textiles Museum. 5) San Jose residents look at a radio display
during the FIRST FRIDAYS art walk.
Follow Kristel on Twitter
@KO_352

Club displays animations
at FIRST FRIDAYS
BY KAEL BENITEZAUSTRIA
STAFF WRITER

Last week was First
Friday in downtown San
Jose, and the streets came
alive with people from all
walks of life. On nights
like this, several of the
local cafes also function
as art galleries.
Social Policy, located
on South First Street, is
a coffee shop that did
just that.
The cafe was packed
with people. Some walked
around and chatted with
other patrons while
enjoying a cold beer, and
some folks sipped on
lattes and strolled around
the
gallery,
silently
admiring the illustrations
that decorated the walls.
On this particular
First
Friday,
Social
Policy (also known as
“SoPo”) displayed the
works of fourth and
fifth year animation and
illustration students from
San Jose State University.
Social Policy showcased
the
project
known
as “Pipeline,” which
was created by SJSU’s
ShrunkenHeadMan Club.
Amidst all the mingling
people was a long table
with a variety of prints laid
out, each ranging from $10
to $20.
Behind the table stood
Garrett Gerberding, a
fourth year animation
student and member of the
ShrunkenHeadMan Club.
“This is a tight-knit
community that helps
artists get to know each

other when they join
the program and helps
students connect with
professional
studios,”
Gerberding said. “Also,
after students graduate,
they can reconnect with
other students to help
them get jobs. It’s basically
a way for illustration and
animation students to get
to know each other and be
successful in the program.”
According
to
Gerberding,
“Pipeline”
is a project consisting of
work done by fourth and
fifth year animation and
illustration students that
shows the process of the
animation pipeline.
“The
animation
pipeline starts off with
storyboarding, then you
go to visual development,
which is drawing it,”
Gerberding said. “Then
you animate it and
sometimes you make 3-D
models of it. This gallery
shows all of that.”
For the members of the
ShrunkenHeadMan Club,
this exhibit at Social Policy
is a way for animation and
illustration students to
really showcase the hard
work that goes into the
animation process.
“We don’t do galleries
too often, because a lot
of the work is behind the
scenes and won’t get seen,”
Gerberding said. “You
don’t see the work that
goes into an animation
film, you just see the film.”
As the clock struck
eight,
Gerberding
announced that there
would be an animation
screening taking place

shortly.
Several short
animations were shown
over a span of 20
minutes, and the crowd
applauded as the names of
ShrunkenHeadMan Club
members were displayed
on the projector screen.
The crowd dispersed
and folks made their way
back to admiring the art at
their own pace.
“I definitely like seeing
the different styles of
art, whether it’s made
on a computer, hand
drawn or a storyboard.”
Milpitas resident Kristal
Caidoy said.
Folks seemed to
really love seeing the
storyboards come to
life, especially because
“Pipeline” emphasizes
the process that goes
into animation.
“I love seeing the
different stages of the
animation
process.
Everyone
I’ve
met
here tonight was super
friendly and willing
to talk about their
work, which made it
all the more interesting
and personal,” spatial
arts junior Theodore
Kazemi said.
“Pipeline” will be
on display until Feb.
25, giving San Jose
residents plenty of
time to admire and
appreciate the work
that animation and
illustration
students
put into their craft.

Follow Kael on Twitter
@cutcreaseprince
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Do people need social media?
It is an absolute necessity

We do not need it at all

Social media helps us ask others for help,
grow, and bring awareness to issues.

Social media is not needed. It is just a
constant distraction.

Diana Avila
STAFF WRITER

Internet
usage
continues to grow,
improving methods of
communication.
One of the most
effective
tools
for
people to send a
message or spread the
word about a specific
issue is social media.
It even helps people
find emotional support
when it is not available
near them and find a
job or start your career.
We
can
now
explore different job
possibilities
through
social
media
and
expand our professional
network easily.
For
example,
LinkedIn
is
a
professional platform
that allows people
to share their jobs
experience
with
potential employers and
find job opportunities
of which they might not
be aware.
According to the
Pew Research Center,
88 percent of adults
who use social media
are between the ages
of 18 to 29. This shows
that social media is
something that is still
reasonably new to the
world, because the
younger generations
are the ones using it.
We use what we grow
up seeing.
The Pew Research
Center also states
that Facebook is the
most used form of
social media, with a
total estimated of 79
percent. The study
also
concluded in
2016 that eight in 10
Americans have a

social media presence.
Social media has
also opened new job
possibilities for young
adults. Jobs like social
media management, a
free platform to begin
branding for personal
business
ventures.
We can now get paid
for
our
opinion.
Companies
hire
Youtubers to promote
their products if they

One of the
most effective
tools for
people to send
a message or
spread the
word about a
specific issue is
social media.

are interesting enough.
According to the
Houston
Chronicle,
social
media
can
decrease productivity
because people become
more interested in their
friends than their work.
However, if employees
do not want to focus on
the work, they do not
need social media to
distract themselves.
They can make
several trips to the
bathroom, get up
several times to get
water and even surf
other websites that are

not social media. We
need to practice selfcontrol, especially if
employees are being
paid to focus on
other priorities.
Some people overshare
personal
information
online and later want
to blame others for
having their personal
information. Knowing
to whom we share our
information can also
prevent online bullying,
which may be a concern
for many people.
Because there has
always been bullying
in schools, this is not a
new issue brought by
the new mediums of
communication.
It’s also about selfawareness.
Social
media
can
help
people find support
groups free of cost.
We often think we
are alone when we
are going through
personal
problems.
However, social media
is a platform where it
is easy to find others
going through the
same things.
We often want to
find something or
someone to blame for
our mistakes, bad habits
and even our lack of
common sense.
We want to sue the
local restaurant for
us being overweight
because we no longer
cook at home.
We want to sue the
company who served
us the coffee we spilled
on ourselves.
However, we no
longer talk about selfcontrol and being
cautious. We need to
take responsibility for
our actions.

Follow Diana on Twitter
@dianaavila284

William dela Cruz
STAFF WRITER

I do not think we
need social media.
I want to preface
this by saying that
I’m talking solely on
the profile, likes and
comments part of social
media, as I do know
that social media does
have other benefits.
I did have social
media before but
deleted it sometime
last year, and I only
have Twitter because
I am required to have
one for two of my
classes. I also have a
Facebook because it
will not let you fully
delete your profile.
Instagram launched
when I started my
sophomore year of
high school, and it was
cool getting likes and
comments on your
posts. It makes you
feel good that you’re
posting things your
followers “like.”
It was also a good
way to be able to see
what your friends
would do outside of
school. I felt the same
way with Snapchat.
Seeing what people
are doing and getting
views on your “stories”
was very important.
But the reason I
deleted mine was
because of the “who
cares?” factor. Like,
who
cares
what
someone else is doing
and who cares what
I am doing? I have
too much going on to
be caring about what
someone else is doing
in their life.
It gets to the point
where you start to care

too much about that stuff
and after high school,
you end up falling out
of touch with all of your
friends that you follow.
Then it just becomes all
about making yourself
look good in front of
people you haven’t seen
in forever.
Also, I ended up just
using it as a way to
procrastinate before
starting homework or
anything productive,
saying things like “just
five more minutes”
which turned into
an hour. People are
constantly on their
phones. You wake up
and check all your
social media before
you get out of bed, or
while waiting in line
for something to pass
the time.
I became entranced
and sucked into this
square black hole,
wishing I could get
out, but couldn’t.
Fremont
resident
Christian Aguilar, 19, says
he wishes he did not have
it for this very reason.
“I wish I didn’t have
[social media] because
it consumes way too
much time of my daily
life,” Aguilar said.
“I often find myself
comparing
myself
to others like if I see
someone my age with
a better car than me
for example. It just
makes me feel bad
about myself.”
Also
there
are
some instances where
social media just
creates unnecessary
drama and ruins
relationships.

Fremont
resident
Becca Milani, 24, says
social media had a huge
effect on her friend.
“My friend has a wife,
and his wife checks
his Facebook and his
Instagram,” Milani said.
“And somebody she
did not like had liked or
commented on one of his
pictures, and now they
are getting separated.”
But like I said before,
I do know that there are
great reasons to use social
media. It gives you a
way to instantly connect
with people all over the
globe as well as easy and
instant communication
in general.
You also get real-time
news and information
right away. You do not
have to wait for the
newspaper or the local
news channel to find
out what’s happening.
You can just hop on
social media and get
the news and instant
reactions from people.
But I personally think
that a majority of people
do not mainly use it
for that reason and
think that the negatives
outweigh the positives.
Sometimes knowing
more isn’t the best.
Lifewire,
a
technology website,
calls it “Information
overwhelm.” It just
all becomes noisy.
Becoming
too
overwhelmed to keep
up with everyone
you’re following and
browsing through so
many photos leads to
a lot of “bloated news
feeds” with too much
content we’re not
interested in.
The bad outweighs
the good, so I think we
would all be better off
without social media.
Follow William on Twitter
@liamotsd

Accepting club sports will boost our school spirit
Alex Martinet
STAFF WRITER

One of the first
things I bought once
I was accepted to San
Jose State was a blue
and gold SJSU sweater.
I was ready to become
affiliated
with
the
university and follow
the team on college
football Saturday. A
year later, I continue
to feel the institution is
continually lacking in
ways to promote school
spirit on campus.
SJSU
athletics
has
always
been
inconsistent.
Ron
Caragher
was
the

Spartans’ football coach
the past three seasons,
but after going 19-30,
he was fired during
the offseason. It’s a
shame because it set the
football program back
after it started to build
momentum during the
Mike MacIntyre era.
In 2012, SJSU football
was ranked 21st by
the Associated Press,
finishing off the season
by winning the Military
Bowl over Bowling
Green. SJSU finished
with an 11-2 record,
MacIntyre’s final season

before leaving to coach
at the University of
Colorado. During that
era, it showcased that
if SJSU fostered talent,
and performed on the
field, then the alumni
and school body would
support it.
The problem is that
SJSU is stuck in the
middle ground between
being
a
dedicated
sports program and
classroom-focused.
SJSU football only
televised four out of its
12 games last season.
The word is simply not
getting out about the
football program. Much
of that has to do with
Spartan football playing
in the Mountain West,
the worst conference in
division 1 football.
There’s an incentive
for SJSU to make school

Club sports
build
momentum,
but they
need to be
supported by
the institution.
spirit a priority on
campus. In a survey
conducted by Harris
Poll involving 1,500
individuals who were
asked about school
pride,
it
revealed
that
high
school
students with “school
spirit” perform better
academically and are

more engaged in social
and
civic
matters.
I think it would be
great to look forward
to Saturday nights
watching two football
teams line up across
each other.
The first step is to
support club sports
at SJSU. There are 25
men’s and 22 women’s
club
teams.
The
difference between club
teams and NCAA teams
is that club teams are
often responsible for
their own financing and
organization.
Varsity
sports are those in which
players are involved
in representing their
schools in competition
with other universities
at the highest levels.
Often scholarships are
involved for the players
on the team.

It might be time for
SJSU to bring a few
club teams into the
fold. Last year, SJSU
club hockey was the
2017 Pacific Coast
Hockey
Association
Champions. A year
later, fans were still
supporting the team at
home games shouting
“Let’s go Spartans”
at the beginning of a
power play.
Club sports build
momentum, but they
need to be supported by
the institution and less
reliant on the funds of
private individuals. It’s
one of the main reasons
why SJSU athletics just
feels detached from its
students cheering in
the stands.
Follow Alex on Twitter
@almartinet
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Hip-hop is not a justification for using the N-word
Jasmine Strachan
STAFF WRITER

Black
culture
is
constantly being used,
abused and appropriated.
Its beauty and uniqueness
cause frenzies because its
essence is unmatched.
Hip-hop and rap are
cornerstones of black
culture. Both genres are
testaments to the love,
pain and joys of life.
There is something
about the stories told
and the energy exuded
that attracts people
from all walks of life.
This builds connections
to our favorite artists,
the poetic melodies
we hear through our
speakers and to a
culture that may be
different from our own.
Once this connection
is
established
we
become desensitized to
the realities of the truth.
It is true that hip-hop
and rap use the N-word
at an overwhelming rate.
It is true that the word
stems from a history of
pain and anguish. It is
true we have grown into
a society that does not
choose to acknowledge
that fact.
The
word
is
reminiscent of the
oppression of black
individuals.
It
is

hurtful, it is painful,
and it is something that
should not be used as a
means of adding to your
personal “coolness.”
“Nigga” has grown into
a word that validates one’s
acceptance of the black
community and culture.
Neal Lester, dean of
humanities at Arizona
State University (ASU),
believes that people,
specifically non-blacks,
justify their use of
the word as a term
of endearment when
referring to a friend,
acquaintance or loved
one. He also feels the
current generation has
“redefined” the word so
that it holds more of a
positive connotation.
In
2008,
Lester
taught a course at
ASU centered around
the N-word where
students reflected on
their language and
what it says about their
inner-thoughts. White
students shared that
because they grew up
listening to hip-hop,
they believe the word
is a universal term that
is okay to use amongst
both their black and
white counterparts.
It is my honor to inform

you that it is a poor,
unacceptable excuse and
will not be tolerated.
I believe hip-hop
and rap glorify the use
of the word, but that
does not warrant the
desensitization of it.
Rapping along to our
favorite lyrics can be
considered an innocent
pastime.
I understand that
many people are not
saying it in context to
demean or diminish a
black person’s value.
I can understand

It is my honor to inform you that
it is a poor, unacceptable excuse
and will not be tolerated.

almost any reason that
might be argued for
why using the word is
acceptable. But it is not.
This
raises
the
question, “Why can
black people say it but I
cannot?”
The N-word is a part
of the “black vernacular
English,”
according
to Darin Flynn, an
associate
professor
of linguistics at the
University of Calgary.
That does not justify its
use, but I think we must
acknowledge why it is an
accepted term amongst

Students prefer sex
over relationships
Andrew Glenn
STAFF WRITER

A relationship between two people
has often been the go-to for showing
and receiving any form of affection.
And sex has typically come at
some point in these relationships.
However, there seems to be the
possibility of students finding more
enjoyment in just having sex instead
of being in a relationship.
I believe it is fair to say that there is
no support for one over the other and
that it is up to the students to do what
they feel happy with.
College is often the time for
students to adjust to the world outside
of the guidance of their parents.
Students will engage in activities
that they may not have been able to
before because of this. This includes
having close relationships with other
students, which may include only
sexual relationship.
Recently, there seems to be
indications that more students
prefer a night of sex over a longterm relationship.
There is the possibility that students
just feel this way because they are in
college. There are no longer parents
watching over their decisions, so
these students strive to make the
most of their college life.
“This is mostly the first and second
years, but students like to do what they
want because there really isn’t anyone
to tell them no,” athletic training
senior Ericka Samson said.
There is some disagreement to
the idea that sex is more important
than a relationship.
Some students believe sex might

black individuals.
I think the word is a
part of black culture and
community,
making
it something that is
approved
language
for members of said
community. It is a part
of who they are. It is a
part of their experience,
whether it is used
positively or negatively.
That word is forever
etched in the fibers of
a black person’s being,
which is something nonblacks can never share
as a related experience.

be the only reason people engage
in relationships.
“After a while, it becomes harder to
find someone for a one night stand,”
theater arts junior Caleb Levine
said. “So it would be better to be in
a relationship because you know you
can keep having it.”
It can also be argued that there is
more to be gained from a relationship
than just from sex.
The relationship should provide a
sense of trust and company between
those involved.
It is better to have someone close
to you when it counts and a more
prolonged happiness, rather than a brief
physical interaction between strangers.
“Sex is good, but everyone needs to
be in some kind of a relationship every
now and then,” history sophomore
Leslie Martin said.
Thinking that sex is better than a
relationship is a very narrow mindset
to have. You can’t forget about the
emotional connection between you
and another person.
Some argue that it shouldn’t
really matter in the end. People
have the right to choose how they
live their lives.
“I don’t think anyone prefers sex, but
it is a matter of personal preference,”
engineering management senior Ronak
Gala said. “It depends on the person.”
When it all comes down to it, sex
and a relationship tend to go hand
in hand. The idea of having sex only
outside of a relationship is a matter
of preference and is a somewhat
normal desire.
Pursuing a relationship, for either
sex or an emotional commitment, is
also a personal decision that people
have the right to make.
Follow Andrew on Twitter
@SaviorElite10

In an interview with
the Huffington Post,
author and journalist
Ta-Nehisi Coates offers
the best explanation
to why non-blacks
should not use the
N-word. Coates offers
the example of how it is
appropriate for his wife
to call him “honey.”
However,
it
is
inappropriate for a
random woman to do
so. There is an apparent
connection with his
wife, and there is
nothing connecting the
stranger to him which

does not qualify her to
use that term with him.
This also holds true
to the word “Nigga.”
This may be interpreted
as
having
strong
relationships
with
African-Americans and
gives you license to use
the word, and that is
not what Coates tried
to convey.
Let’s use another one
of his examples: the
word “bitch.” Among
women, “bitch” is a term
deemed acceptable in
some situations. Coates
speaks on how his wife
and her girlfriends use
that word in their banter
with one another.
“I do not join
in. I don’t do that,
and
perhaps
more
importantly, I don’t
have a desire to do it,”
Coates said.
Coates
explains
that although certain
communities
use
unflattering language in
reference to themselves
(ironically), it does not
give people outside that
community the right to
do the same.
For rappers, who
are
predominantly
of
the
AfricanAmerican
descent,
their experiences and
lexicon are reflective
of their lives as black
individuals. I think
for them, they are
unapologetically being
themselves.
The word “nigga”
happens to be a part

of said experience, and
they have the right to
use it in their art. With
hip-hop and rap being
widely popular across
all
demographics,
fans often believe this
justifies their use of the
word, but it does not.
I do not believe
rappers should have
to censor their art
because
people
cannot
understand
why one word should
not escape their lips.
People shouldn’t even
think about saying it.
I think we have
to acknowledge the
brutality of the word
in any form and the
discomfort it creates.
Regardless
of
the
meaning of its use, it is
an ugly word that will
always be reminiscent
of a tragic part of
American history for
black people. It is a
stamp of the racism
that has plagued this
country and continues
to do so today.
The word has the
power to quickly shift in
a derogatory direction,
therefore people must
refrain from using it.
I think it is everyone’s
responsibility to educate
themselves and their
private and public circles
on why it needs to be a
retired term from our
vernacular indefinitely.
Follow Jasmine on Twitter
@jaasssyjay
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Stop skateboard and bike usage on campus
Mei Suzuki
STAFF WRITER

Here on campus, you
can see a lot of students
riding skateboards, bikes
or scooters. They are
probably trying to make it
on time to classes, rushing
somewhere or simply
don’t want to walk.
But
it
is
their
responsibility to leave
early enough so that
they don’t have to rush.
It is very helpful to ride
around on campus, but
that convenience does
not come before the
safety of other students.
Students should not
be allowed to ride on
campus unregulated. The
campus is too packed and
accidents could happen.
Because of the parking
problem here at SJSU,
I park my car about 10
minutes away from campus
and ride my skateboard
from there. Riding a
skateboard also allows
me to move faster than
walking. This gives me a
bit more comfort, since the
area around campus isn’t
always the safest.
Almost
everyday,
I see students who
are riding bikes and
skateboards
almost
bump into walkers.
With
this
current
situation, I cannot
completely agree with

using personal modes
of transportation on
campus. If it causes
danger
to
many
students around the
riders, it is not worth to
keep using them.
There is actually a rule
about riding around on
campus. You can find
it clearly online at the
Office of the President’s
page. “Skateboards and
roller skates may not be
ridden on the San Jose
State University campus.”
I would argue that
a majority of students
don’t even know this
rule. Also, between the
Art building and the
Student Union, there
is a sign stating people
cannot ride skateboards,
bikes, scooters or roller
skates in that area.
But people don’t pay
attention to the sign.
On a Friday, I was
skating while holding a
cup of coffee in my hand.
All of a sudden, a tiny rock
got stuck in one of the
wheels and stopped my
skateboard. My body flew
off the board and fell to the
ground. I got four scratches
on my elbows and knees.
Fewer people are on
campus on Fridays, and
fortunately, no one was
around. But if it were a

ILLUSTRATION BY MARCI SUELA | SPARTAN DAILY

Students should not be allowed
to ride on campus unregulated.
regular weekday or when
it was crowded, other
people might have gotten
hurt, too.
“I was skating, and it
was kind of crowded,”
art
senior
Diego
Hurtado said. “Someone
cut across right in front
of me. Usually, I just fall
[off the skateboard] not
to crush into the person.”
Hurtado
rides
a
skateboard as his main
transportation,
and
although he does it all
the time, he doesn’t
always feel safe.
“People
who
are
walking
don’t
pay

CLASSIFIEDS
CROSSWORD PUZZLE

attention,” Hurtado said.
Accidents can happen
if pedestrians don’t
pay attention to their
surroundings. So it
is not only the riders’
responsibility. If we
eliminate skateboards
and bikes on campus,
the danger of accidents
will decrease.
“I’m okay with people
using them, but just
not when it’s crowded,”
nutrition
science
freshman Ailene Sanchez
said. “Even if there is a
rule, I feel like no one
would really listen to it.
Instead of eliminating

them at all, they should
add more rules to
prevent accidents like
having a lane for bicycles,
skateboards,
and
scooters, and a specific
lane for walking.”
Some students have
proposed ideas to
make walkways safer
for everyone.
“They should apply
a speed limit for
skateboards,
bicycles
and
scooters,
too,”
kinesiology
freshman
Gabriela Rios said.
But there is already
a
rule
banning
skateboards and roller
skates on campus, and
no one even knows the
rule. So would adding a
speed limit help? Would
anyone take it seriously?
Probably not.
It is convenient to

use these methods of
transportation on campus.
But SJSU has a smaller
campus in comparison to
schools like UCLA, USC
or University of California,
Santa Cruz. Students
have better access from
building to building here.
We also have great public
transportation
services
and discounts to get to the
campus as well.
SJSU
encourages
activities that enrich
students’ school life
and
education,
but
skateboards, bikes and
scooters should not
be included in these
activities. If the school
enforces the rule on
skaters, I’m ready to stop
riding my skateboard.
Follow Mei on Twitter
@meiS0000

SUDOKU PUZZLE
Complete the grid so that every row, column and
3x3 box contains every digit from 1 to 9 inclusively.

JOKIN’
AROUND
Our wedding was so
beautiful
:-)

Even the cake was in tiers
SOLUTIONS
ACROSS
1. Corroborates (archaic)
6. Smooch
10. Church alcove
14. Turning point
15. Behold, in old Rome
16. Sailing ship
17. All excited
18. Wild hog
19. Pout
20. A superﬁcial person
22. Hotels
23. Weep
24. Nuzzled
26. First-rate
30. Beers
32. Beautify
33. Bright
37. Corporate image
38. Radiant
39. Grizzly
40. Sunny
42. Incline
43. Fights
44. Very small
45. Russian emperors
47. Zero
48. College girl
49. Lesbian
56. Part of an ear
57. Midmonth date
58. A type of cold water

59. South American
country
60. 3 times 3
61. Layers
62. Sun
63. Wildebeests
64. Factions
DOWN
1. WW1 plane
2. High ﬁdelity
3. Wicked
4. Be dressed in
5. Type of hat
6. Souvlaki
7. Computer symbol
8. Leave in a hurry
9. In a calm manner
10. Permissible
11. Communication
device
12. Noise
13. Female sheep (plural)
21. Not bottom
25. A wise bird
26. After-bath powder
27. False god
28. Jump up and down
29. Minstrel
30. An alloy of copper
and zinc

31. Edges
33. Red vegetable
34. Age
35. Short sleeps
36. 3
38. “______ bride”
41. To make a fool of
(archaic)
42. Chooses
44. It is (poetic)
45. Astronomical visitor
46. Striped equine
47. Snouts
48. Mugs
50. Norse god
51. List of options
52. 13 in Roman numerals
53. Utilized
54. Unit of land
55. Not a win
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From balance
beam to
diving board

BY AMANDA WHITAKER
STAFF WRITER

AMANDA WHITAKER | SPARTAN DAILY

(Top) Junior diver Eri Tamada practices drills oﬀ the
3-meter springboard. (Bottom) Tamada gets ready to
jump oﬀ the 1-meter springboard into the pool during
practice yesterday.

Swimming and diving
team member Eri Tamada
has had tremendous
success inside the pool.
But before Tamada joined
the diving team, Tamada
was apart of another
collegiate sport here at
San Jose State gymnastics.
She came to SJSU as a
freshman and was on the
2014-2015
gymnastics
team. During her first year,
she had a major injury and
tore all of the ligaments in
her knee. “I was in pain
24/7” Tamada said.
The injury was so bad she
had total reconstruction
surgery on her knee.
After the surgery, she got
back into gymnastics but
realized her knee was not
quite the same.
“It was hard to enjoy
gymnastics because I
was in pain all the time,”
Tamada said.
The pain forced her to
make the tough decision to

end her gymnastics career.
While living in the dorms
freshman year, Tamada
became good friends with
a few members of the
swimming and diving
team. After her injury, they
encouraged her to try diving.
After a lot of thought,
Tamada talked to the
gymnastics assistant coach
Shella Martinez about
joining the diving team.
“I wanted to compete still,”
Tamada said. “I didn’t want to
end my collegiate career yet.”
Diving was foreign to
Tamada and although
she had zero experience,
she was able to apply her
gymnastics training to some
aspects of diving.
Having
experience
tumbling helped Tamada,
but it was still difficult to get
used to flipping and diving
head first into a pool.
“For gymnastics I’ve
been taught to not land
on my head for 15 years
of my career and now I’m
being taught to not land
on my feet, but [dive]

head first,” Tamada said.
Tamada’s teammates took
her under their wing and
helped her learn new dives.
“She’s very driven,
nothing can stop her,
if you tell her no she’ll
find another way to get
something done,” senior
diver Cari Reiswig said.

“

I didn’t want to
end my collegiate
career yet.
Eri Tamada
on leaving gymnastics and
joining diving

It was a process for
Tamada and took her a lot
of trial and error. She said
she’s very thankful for the
opportunity to compete
again and the new family
she has gained.
Since joining the team,
Tamada placed in the
top 25 in the Pac-12 for
platform at a UCLA meet
and received her highest

score in her career on the
1-meter against University
of California, San Diego.
Her teammates said her
scores improve at every
meet she competes in and
she never falls behind
previous scores.
Diving head coach Mark
Butcher was determined to
help Tamada reach success.
“We’ve had some really
hard workers on our team
but I think drive, combined
with hard work, combined
with resiliency, we haven’t
had that kind of total package
all together,” Butcher said.
Although Tamada is a
different athlete now and has
gained a new athletic family,
she’s still thankful for all that
gymnastics has given her.
She said her gymnastics
family helped her become
a better athlete. Now,
Tamada wants to continue
striving
for
success
with the support of her
diving family.
Follow Amanda on Twitter
@AmandaWhitDaily
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SJSU baseball’s toughest opponent may be adversity
BY JOSEPH ROIAS
STAFF WRITER

College baseball season is
right around the corner and
the Spartans are prepared
to take the field under the
leadership of interim head
coach Brad Sanfilippo.
Head
coach
Jason
Hawkins is currently on
a leave of absence, and it
is leaving a multitude of
questions as the team heads
into this season.
“There’s going to be
adversity along the way but
you know, baseball’s hard,”
Sanfilippo said.
Questions may surround
the head coaching spot at
SJSU, but Sanfilippo said he
is “excited about the next five
months.”
“We’re doing our best
effort to not let things that
we can’t control bother us,”
senior first baseman Shane
Timmons said.
Outside distractions can
impact the greatest of teams,
so it is nice to see the players
embrace the new coaching
style of Sanfilippo.
Going through a drastic

coaching change is no easy
matter, especially for a team
that has not had a winning
season for six years.
A new collection of up
and coming young talent
provides an opportunity for
the team to prove themselves
because there are “a lot of
good freshmen this year,”
said Timmons.

confidence that resonates
throughout the ball club.
Opposing teams will not
care about the amount of
adversity the Spartans have
faced, and at the end of the
day, it’s about who comes
out on top.
The baseball team has
access to batting cages here
at SJSU, but there still isn’t
an official field. Despite this,
the team refuses to let it
bother them.
A winning record is what
every Spartan fan hopes for,
but it’s tough when there
is not a legitimate practice
facility.
“No one’s going to feel
sorry for us when we take
Brad Sanfilippo
the field,” Sanfilippo said.
interim head coach
“Adversity is a part of
baseball, and winners are
best at adjusting to it.
The incoming class of
When facing adversity,
players provides a fresh executing the fundamentals
start for Sanfilippo without is the most important aspect
having to disrupt the when looking to secure
continuity coach Hawkins consistent wins.”
had already established.
Consistency in the
“I’m confident that we’re all game of baseball is hard to
on the same page,” Sanfilippo come by, and the players
said. His calm and collected recognize that, but it’s also
demeanor provides a silent essential if SJSU is going to

“

No one’s going to
feel sorry for us
when we take
the field.
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SJSU baseball’s Jake Swiech, Brad Sanflippo and Shane Timmons discuss the
future of the baseball program at the Bay Area baseball media day yesterday.

be a threat in the Mountain
West Conference.
“We just focus on
limiting walks and limiting
free bases. If we do that,
we should be in decent
shape and be able to
compete with anybody in
the Mountain West,” senior

Jake Swiech said.
The team is heading
into the season with some
uncertainty, but that does
not necessarily mean the
team will have another
disappointing season.
Baseball
is
an
unpredictable sport, and

“every team has its own
story,” Sanfilippo said. The
Spartans’ first game is Feb.
16 against the University
of Northern Colorado at
Municipal Stadium.
Follow Joseph on Twitter
@joe_roias

